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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this Document  

1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (“SoCG”) is submitted as part of an application 
by Anglian Water Services Limited (“the Applicant”) for a Development Consent 
Order under the Planning Act 2008 (‘the Application’) for the for the Cambridge 
Waste Water Treatment Plant (CWWTPR).   

1.1.2 The Application is for the provision of a new modern, low carbon waste water 
treatment plant for Greater Cambridge. The project is an enabler of sustainable 
growth. The relocation of the existing works, from its current site, will unlock the 
last large brown field site in Greater Cambridge and allow the creation of a new 
city district and provide much needed housing and commercial space in a 
sustainable location, with access to transport, jobs and recreational opportunities.  

1.1.3 This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and agreed with Natural England. 
Natural England is an executive non departmental public body sponsored by the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). Natural England is 
the government’s advisor to protect England’s nature and landscape for people to 
enjoy and for the services they provide.   

1.1.4 This SoCG confirms the position of these two parties to their agreement or 
otherwise on CWWTPR Application. To date, Natural England has provided views 
on draft proposals at different phases of consultation of the design development. 

1.1.5 This SoCG has been prepared by the Applicant and agreed with Natural England. 

1.2 Approach to the SoCG  

1.2.1 This SoCG will evolve as the DCO application progresses  through examination. It is 
structured as follows 

• Section 2 confirms the pre-application consultation undertaken to date between 
the Applicant and Natural England; 

• Section 3 identifies the relevant documents on which the agreements recorded in 
this SoCG were reached; 

• Section 4 provides a summary of matters that have been agreed, are under 
discussion and not agreed;  

Agreed indicates where the issue has been resolved and is 
recorded in Green and marked “Low” 

Under Discussion indicates where these issues or points will be the subject of 
on-going discussion whenever possible to resolve or refine 
the extent of disagreement between the parties and is 
recorded in Amber and marked “medium” 
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Not Agreed 
indicates a final position and is recorded in Red and marked 
high 

• Section 5 includes the signatures of all parties to confirm their agreement that 
this SoCG is an accurate record of issues and discussions as at the date of this 
SoCG.  

1.3 Status of the SoCG 

1.3.1 This version, Version 2 of the SoCG represents the position between the Applicant 
and Natural England at 14 December 2023 13 November 2023 .covering the pre-
application and pre-examination stage of the process). The SoCG will continue to 
be reviewed and progressed through the examination stages as well as any actions 
arising from the Issue Specific Hearings on the draft DCO. At this stage Natural 
England have not provided substantive comments on the draft SoCG.  

1.3.2 A Principal Areas of Disagreement (PAD) document on specific points between 
SoCG’s will be updated and submitted to the Examining Panel during the 
examination to reflect where additional agreement is still to be achieved. 
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2 Consultations and Engagement 
 
2.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with Natural England in a series of meetings within a 

Technical Working Group forum and in one-to-one meetings on specific issues. 
This engagement is ongoing.  

3 Documents Considered in this SoCG   
 
3.1.1 In reaching common ground on the matters covered in this SoCG, at this point in 

time, the parties have considered and refer to: 

•  The Preliminary Environmental Report (“PEIR”),  

• The Landscape Ecology and Recreational Management Plan (LERMP) Appendix 
8.14 (App Doc Ref 5.4.8.14) 

• The Biodiversity Chapter of the Environmental Statement (App Doc Ref 5.2.8) 

• The Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) Screening Report and Report 
Appendix 8.15-8.16 (App Doc Ref 5.4.8.15 - 5.4. 8.16)  

• The Hydrological Impact Assessment (HIA) Site Selection Stage Appendix 20.9 
(App Doc Ref 5.4.20.9) 

• The Ghost Licences for protected species Appendices 8.20-8.22 (App Doc Ref 
5.4.8.20 - 5.4.8.22) 

• Outline Soil Management Plan Appendix 6.3 App Doc Ref 5.4.6.3 

• The DCO Work Plans (App Doc Ref 4.3.0 - 4.3 10) 

• Code of Construction Practice Parts A and B (Appendix 2.1 App Doc Ref 5.4.2.1 
and Appendix 2.2 App Doc Ref 5.4.2.2).
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4 Summary and Status of Agreement  
 
Table 4.1: Matters agreed between the Applicant and Natural England 
 

Topic/Issue Record of agreement Status 

Assessment Methodology Protected Species   

Natural England agrees that the survey methodologies, results and proposed mitigation for these 
species is appropriate. 

Letter 27 April 2022  

Draft Mitigation Licence Applications (Ghost licences) 
Bats 
On the basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no impediment to a 
licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.  
It is agreed between the parties that the issues identified within the current draft of the method 
statement (and included in the letter of no impediment dated 7 November 2023) will need to be 
addressed before the licence application is formally submitted. The Applicant will ensure that the 
Method Statement is revised to include these changes prior to formal submission. A copy of the letter 
is attached at page 110 of Appendix 1. 
 
Water Voles  
On the basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no impediment to a 
licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.  
It is agreed between the parties that the issues identified within the current draft of the method 
statement (and included in the letter of no impediment dated 25 February 2023) will need to be 
addressed before the licence application is formally submitted. The Applicant will ensure that the 
Method Statement is revised to include these changes prior to formal submission. A copy of the letter 
is attached at page [ ]13 of Appendix 1. 
 
Badgers 
On the basis of the information and proposals provided, Natural England sees no impediment to a 

Letter of no impediment  
Natural England to the 
Applicant dated 7 November 
2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter of no impediment 
Natural England to  the 
Applicant dated 25 February 
2023 
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Topic/Issue Record of agreement Status 
licence being issued, should the DCO be granted.  
 
It is agreed between the parties that the issues identified within the current draft of the method 
statement (and included in the letter of no impediment e mail date 2 November   2023) will need to 
be addressed before the licence application is formally submitted. The Applicant will ensure that the 
Method Statement is revised to include these changes prior to formal submission. A copy of the 
letter is attached at page [ ]17 of Appendix 1. 

 
Letter of no impediment e 
mail Natural England to  the 
Applicant dated  

2 November 2023 
 

Habitats Regulations Assessment Report (HRA)  
The Applicant and NE agree that an appropriate study area has been used to identify European sites.  
All Relevant sites have been screened into the HRA following  
feedback from Natural England requesting that the Applicant should also include an assessment of 
likely significant effect for the Ouse Washes SAC, SPA and Ramsar Site.  
Natural England is satisfied with the potential pathways for impact identified in tables  
4-1 and 4-2. 
 
Natural England agrees with the likely significant effects alone presented in tables 4.3 
-4.8 and the in combination effects identified in table 4.9. 
 
It is agreed that the correct qualifying features have been identified for each 
site screened into the HRA.  
 
The data used to inform the HRA and the methodology used to undertake 
the assessment is appropriate. It is agreed that any specific mitigation for which the conclusion relies 
upon is considered appropriate.  
 
Natural England agree that the project will have no significant effect on the sites. 
 
Natural England haves reviewed the revised HRA Screening Report [REP2-022] and Habitats 
Regulations Assessment Report [REP2-024] submitted at Deadline 2 following ExQ1 comments about 

 
Issued to Natural England 
March 2022 for review and 
comment. 
Updated to take account of 
comments May 2022 
 
 
Issued to Natural England on 2 
December 2022 for further 
review and comment 
9 January 2023 response from 
Natural England  
 
Agreement on final version of 
HRA as submitted with DCO 
Application. 
 

Low 
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Topic/Issue Record of agreement Status 
Eversden and Wimpole Woods SAC. Natural England areis satisfied that the project will not adversely 
affect the integrity of the SAC, and this resolves NE’s Written Representation key issue 1 [REP1-164]. 
 

The HRA conclusions for designated sites and other habitat sites are appropriately represented in 
the Biodiversity Chapter (App doc Ref). 
Natural England to review final versions of Biodiversity Chapter (App doc Ref 5.2.8) before 
submitting final comments on assessments and mitigation and Habitat Loss, Disturbance and 
Severance of Loss. 
 

 Low 

Natural England reviewing final  Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) Parts A and B Appendix 2.1 App 
Doc Ref 5.4.2.1 and Appendix 2.2 App Doc Ref 5.4.2.2) 
 
It is agreed that mitigation measures in the CoCP will control and prevent the discharge of silt into 
field boundary ditches and the Black Ditch subject to CoCP mitigation and monitoring being agreed 
with Natural England and secured through the DCO. 
 

Letter 27 April 2022 Medium 

Outline Water Quality Monitoring Plan  
The Applicant has prepared a ground water monitoring plan in response to representations made by 
the Environment Agency and Natural England, as a further document to add to the dDCO 
Application which sets out the scope and duration of monitoring of groundwater and related surface 
water features in connection with the construction, operation, and maintenance of CWWTPR. It 
supports the position presented in the Environmental Statement Volume 2 Chapter 20 -Water 
Resources (App Doc Ref 5.2.20) states that ‘The scope and duration of borehole water level and 
quality monitoring will be agreed with all relevant stakeholder before works commence’. This has 
been shared for comment with The Environment Agency for agreement. The finalised version will be 
shared Natural England after Deadline 1.  The Outline Water Quality Monitoring Plan submitted at 
Deadline 2, as agreed with The Environment Agency (App Doc Ref 5.4.20.13) [REP 2 029] is 
largelygenerally acceptable; however, . Natural England areis still considering some of the 
monitoring details, particularly around frequencythe adequacy of monthly / quarterly monitoring, 

 Medium. 
Agreed 
Medium 
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5 Matters Under Discussion   
 

Topic/Issue Record of agreement Status 
and will work with the Applicant to resolve any queries. Natural England haves also reviewed the 
Applicant’s responses to key issues 2f and 2g, and areis satisfied that these have been adequately 
addressed. 
 

Landscape, Ecology, Recreational Management Plan (LERMP) 
Natural England supports the habitat creation and enhancement measures set out in the LERMP 
subject to more strategic landscape scale approach to address the effects of recreational pressure on 
the strategic environment including Stow-Cum-Quy SSSi and locally designated sites. 
Natural England supports  the commitment to maintain BNG habitats for a minimum of 30 years in 
line with the provisions of the Environment Act 2021. 
 

 Agreed 

Outline Soil Management Plan  
Natural England has reviewed the updated Soil Management Plan (App Doc Ref 5.4.6.3) [REP1-033]. 

The parties continue to discuss but the content is largely agreed save for additional representations 
regarding peat and peaty soils and the requirement for further ALC surveys and/or a modification to 
the ALC report to show the full schemesurvey. 

 Medium 

Protective Provisions 
It is agreed between the Parties that NE do not require any protective provisions for the benefit of 
NE. 

 Agreed 

Visitor Pressure  
It is not yet agreed between the parties that the proposed measures for mitigation including 
signage/interpretation and alternative walking routes to divert pressure elsewhere and creation of 
accessible greenspace within the WWTP will effectively mitigate all the effects of additional 
development and make a significant contribution to existing pressures. 
The Applicant has agreed to convene a meeting to progress this matter in January. 
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Table 5.1: Matters still in discussion between the Applicant and Natural England  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agricultural Land and Soils  
Natural England have reviewed the first outline draft of the Soil Management Plan, Baseline Agricultural Land Classification, Agricultural Impact 
Assessment and Soil Management Plan Appendix 6.1 -6.3 (App Doc Ref 5.4.6.1 - 5.4.6.3) and provided comments. Natural England to review final 
versions and provide final comments where agreed. Comments as presented in the Relevant Representations from Natural England for further 
discussion 

 
Air Quality/ Noise/Lighting  
The Parties agree that significant air quality effects from traffic emissions are not anticipated for ecological receptors subject to final review of DCO 
Application documentation.  
 
Natural England to review final versions of  

• air quality Chapter 7 Air Quality (App doc Ref 5.2.7) and Appendix 7.1 App Doc Ref 5.4.7.1  

• noise Chapter 17 (App Doc Ref 5.2.17) and Appendix 17.1-4 (App Doc Ref 5.4.17.1.17.4,  

• lighting effects Lighting Design Appendix 2.5 (App Doc Ref 5.4.2.5) and Lighting Assessment Report (App Doc Ref 5.4.15.3) before able to 
support final conclusion of no significant adverse effects and that appropriate mitigation measures secured through the DCO requirements.  
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6 Agreement on this SoCG   
This Statement of Common Ground has been jointly agreed by: 

 
Letters of No Impediment for Protected Species  

On behalf of:  
Anglian Water Services Limited 
 

Date:   

 
 
 
Name: 

 

Signature: 
 
 

Position: 
 
 

On behalf of:  
Natural England 
 

Date:  
 
 

 
[add signature for any other parties] 
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Appendix 1 

6.1 Letter of No Impediment - Bats 
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6.2 Letter of No Impediment - Water Voles 
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6.3 Letter of No Impediment - Badgers 
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Appendix 2 
Table 1.1: Schedule of engagement undertaken to date with Natural England 
 

Date  Form of 
correspondence  
 

Topics discussed and key outcomes 
 

August 2020  Initial discussion on 
project Phase 1 
consultation period 
 

SSSI impact risk zones for the three sites under 
consideration.  
with regard to Natural England’s Impact Risk Zones (IRZs) i.e. 
that the screening reports need to make clear reference to 
the potential indirect SSSI impacts triggered by the IRZs and 
should include appropriate evidence to support any no 
adverse effect conclusion. The shortlisted sites trigger 
several IRZs for this type of development, in addition to that 
for Stow Cum Quy Fen SSSI identified in the report. Our SSSI 
officers were unable to offer any further advice regarding 
risk / potential pathways for impact to these sites based on 
the level of detail currently available. On this basis, and in 
view of the internationally designated status of some of 
these sites, the precautionary approach should be applied; 
the report should set out how potential impacts, including 
any in-combination effects, will be addressed through the 
next stage/s of the assessment.  

7 January 2021 
 

Meeting with the 
Applicant and 
Natural England 

Introduction to scheme and site options, DCO process, 
project timescales and engagement methodology need for 
Hydrological Impact Assessment and proposed 
methodology. 

March 2021 Biodiversity and 
Ecology TWG 

TWG meeting to brief stakeholders on the future 
programme for EIA Scoping, including identification of key 
technical topics and methodologies, public consultation and 
submission of the DCO application 
 

21 April 2021 Email the Applicant 
to Natural England  

Reports sharing the Applicant’s proposed ecological survey 
methodologies with Natural England. 
 

11 June 2021 
 
 
 

Biodiversity and 
Ecology TWG  

• Ecology 

• Protected Species  

• Water voles 

• Bats 

• Badgers 
 

20 August 2021 Email the Applicant 
and Natural 
England 

Identifying and sharing Shared CWWTPR Stage 4 Final Site 
Selection Hydrogeological Impact Assessment (Mott 
MacDonald, March 2021) HIA report. 
 

6 September 
2021 

Email Natural 
England and the 
Applicant 

Natural England’s advice on the HIA report and related 
matters.   
 

15 October 
2021 

Email the Applicant 
to Natural England 

Forwarding design and mitigation proposals for final outfall 
structure and copy of meeting notes of meeting with 
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Environment Agency to discuss the same held on 14 October 
2021. 

11 November 
2021 

Meeting the 
Applicant and 
Natural England  

Specific issues arising out of the Scoping Report 
Update on HRA and BNG from AWS 
Focused discussion on specific mitigation topics to include; 

- Hedgerow species 
- Wetland areas and type 
- Habitat creation and management proposals 
- Mix of woodland/Fenland landscape, how is this 

best achieved? 
- Protected Species 

 

24 January 2022 Meeting the 
Applicant and 
Natural England 

Meeting held to discuss likely consultation on AWS’s 
screening request for the new foul water pipeline for the 
Waterbeach New Town and explain the potential connection 
of this with the project. 
 

21 February 
2022 

Email the Applicant 
to Natural England 
 

Sharing of TWG meeting notes of 3 February 2022 setting 
out application of Defra 3.0 metric and BNG calculation 

13 March 2022 Email the Applicant 
to Natural England  
 

Forward of HRA report for first Phase review by Natural 
England  

14 April 2022 Meeting the 
Applicant and 
Natural England 

Consultation Phase 3 review and discussion and BNG 
proposals 

28 June 2022 Meeting the 
Applicant and 
Natural England  

Updates on surveys to date and Ghost species licence 
applications and methodology in light of NE guidance. Broad 
agreement work to date and on scope for remainder of 
surveys. 

8 December 
2022 

TWG sharing 
advance copies of 
ES chapters 

Review of ES chapters in advance of submission and Phase 2 
version of HRA for comment. 

January 2023 Email Natural 
England to the 
Applicant 

Comments on Ghost licences for Bats, Badgers and Water 
Vole with further recommendations to secure letter of no 
impediment. 
 

 
May 2023 

Meeting the 
Applicant and 
Natural England  
 

Meeting to discuss with Natural England the following key 
topics: 

• DCO update and programme 

• HRA updates  

• Confirmation on Ghost licenses for protected species 
licenses 

• Review of outline LERMP 

• Habitat loss/gains calculations 

• Review of first draft of SoCG 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Get in touch   




